AOF Ethics in Business
Lesson 2 Introduction to Ethics

Student Resource 2.4

Worksheet: Ethics Proverbs
Student Name:_______________________________________________ Date:___________

A proverb is a well-known and often-repeated short and simple saying, which expresses a truth based on common sense or practical experience. A number of proverbs have to do with the issues of ethics, morals, and values that people have thought about throughout history. 

Directions: Analyze each of the proverbs below by responding to the related prompts in complete sentences.
Proverb #1: Blood is thicker than water.
What does this statement mean? How would you rephrase it to explain it to someone younger than you?
What does this statement have to do with ethics, morals, or values as we have discussed these terms in class?

Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? Give an example from your own life or observations to support your position.
Proverb #2: Honesty is the best policy.
What does this statement mean? How would you rephrase it to explain it to someone younger than you?

What does this statement have to do with ethics, morals, or values as we have discussed these terms in class?

Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? Give an example from your own life or observations to support your position.

Proverb #3: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

What does this statement mean? How would you rephrase it to explain it to someone younger than you?

What does this statement have to do with ethics, morals, or values as we have discussed these terms in class?

Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? Give an example from your own life or observations to support your position.

Proverb #4: You should practice what you preach.

What does this statement mean? How would you rephrase it to explain it to someone younger than you?

What does this statement have to do with ethics, morals, or values as we have discussed these terms in class?

Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? Give an example from your own life or observations to support your position.

Proverb #5: A half-truth is a whole lie.
What does this statement mean? How would you rephrase it to explain it to someone younger than you?

What does this statement have to do with ethics, morals, or values as we have discussed these terms in class?

Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? Give an example from your own life or observations to support your position.

Which of these proverbs would you choose to represent your own personal code of ethics, and why? (If none of these proverbs resonate, you may refer to another proverb or write your own!)

Before handing in your assignment, check to make sure it meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria:
· Your responses show that you understand the meaning of each proverb.

· Your answers show reflection on personal responsibility as it relates to ethics, morals, or values. 

· Your explanation of your chosen proverb is clear and reflects your own personal code of ethics.
· Your worksheet is neat and legible, and all responses are in complete sentences.
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